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"During hix *Meet the Press™ television
appearance in New York May 17, Ikraeli
Ambassador Abba Eban indicated cléarly
that Israeli and United States national
policies do not always coincide. Specifi-
_cally thg refiring Isracli-ehvoy told @ re-
porter that the problem of Irag was “not
a mnjor world issue ., . but a kmple fight
nf Nasserisy versus the desire fo preserve
national integrity.”

Al Elwn, wilo 1@ returning to Israel to
1uke up a political career, also asserted:
“The situation in Irgq Is not primerily &
Connmunist probiem, It is a question of
mentaining  the - saparate ‘integrity  of
slates " The eavey went on {o say hat

"7 aast ay Lebanon, Jordan. Tunisia, and the

Sudsan had resisted the-desire of President
Nasser to establish an empire, “fo Iraq is
nov duing It does pol.want th become &
province of Caire.” .

Mi. Eban Con;xldéd this"Yine of reason-
ing by declaring™it 43-not wisg to support
Pre-icent Nusser. Nasserism s the. tause
of the preseni erists, , ,.” .

Reading betwgen the . lipes of these
statemepts, one sees that-M¥F, Eban was

refleeting a ‘long-held- lsraell conviction -

‘that President Nusser ol the United Arabs

Republic represents a divect ‘threat to

Israel, and toat any improvement of Mr.

. Nagser's position should be opposed by

Tel Aviv, L.

In particular’ Mr. Eban was reflecting
Ysrach concern that the United States was
planming to join forces with President
Nasgser in_ e common ‘fight agalnst com-
munisr 11 the Middle East, Jn keeping
with .this concern, Isvael consistenily has
played down the threat of communism in
Iraq and instead has stresged the desire of
Traqi Prem:c: Abdel Karim Kassem to

! steer his country.clear of Prestdent Nasser.

Lest some Americens accept Mr. Eban’s
‘assesgment of the Ireqt situation at face
value, without reallzing the background
that prompted it it should be-recalled that

‘ only a few weeke ago Allen Dulles, Direce

“for of the Central Intelligence Ageney, told - .

a Congressional commities that Iraq con-
stituted the world's chief danger spot. M
Dalles’ assessment was based off United
Stater intelligence reports, an kssessmrent
with which :rost American ohservers hers
ot th.e scene would agree.

Since Jstael has one of ine most efficient
intefigence o1ganizatjons in the world, this
reporter wouid hazard the opinion that
Lrael aglnts Lave passed on to Tel Aviv
an assee-met o f the Iraql situation very
stndiar g
from Americar agents The difference liex
. comen s information” has
be¢n pot br oane United States snd Israeli
Ciry OTIOYET S, -

o I ree'. anv consolidatioh of Mr.

L

Cothe e

Na cei s contral over the Arab world is a
Jmore immechiate and direct denger than

the passible take-over of Irgq by Come
munists  Israel national interests, there-
fore: has e required that the Iraql sftuation
be presented primarily as- a struggle of
General Kassein's regime to remain free
0! Nasserist control. (This, it should bs.
pointed out, is a line similarly folioved by
Brnain agpd by ceritin Middle Eastern
munorities, such a8 some Christian Leba-
nese.) T .
To the, United States, on the other hand,
the paramount danger in the Mliddle East’
is that Soviet mnfluence will gain 8 secure

totheld in Irag from which to work vut ™

throueh neidnboring lands, The natural
tendeniy ¢f the United States, therefore,
i« 10 augn ilself with the nationalist cur-
reat of Arab thoughy which opposes com=
inunism. Leadership of Arab naifonalism
today is vested 1n President Nasser. Hence
11c recent quict efforts of Cairo and Wash-
ington to harmonize their previdusly

' strained relations,

When tie basic national interests-of Is-
racl and the United States, are taken into
accaunt, it becomes clear why Allen Dulles
ard Mr. Ebhan should presen{ azsessments
of the Iragi problem which sppesg directly
contradictory. ’ )

received by Mr. Dulleg’’
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